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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 5 recites the limitation "the far end of the arm" in line 3. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim and therefore, renders the 
claim indefinite. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the direction of a jet 
exiting the additional shower fixture is adjustable as recited in claim 6 must be shown or 
the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered . 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
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changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1,3-10 and 12-15, as presently and best understood, are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Perkins (1354838) in view of Colman 
(6227510) and Elkins et al. (3865310). 

Regarding claim 1, the Perkins reference discloses a shower support. 
The support includes a shower head (16), a mounting fixture (Fig. 4) for mounting 
the support such that the support is adjustable, a pivotable arm (at 10) jutting out 
of the mounting fixture, the arm having a first end connected to the mounting 
fixture and a second opposite end {where element 16 is located), with a water 
conduit {the hollow portion of element 10) extending from the mounting fixture to 
at least one additional shower fixture (14 or 15) attached along the arm, wherein 
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the additional shower fixture is arranged to be supplied with water by the water 
conduit. 

The Perkins reference DIFFERS in that the shower head is not a handheld 
shower head with a hose as claimed. Attention, however, is directed to the 
Colman reference which discloses another shower support having a shower 
head {28b in Fig. 2) that could be substituted with a handheld shower head {28b 
in Fig. 3) and a hose (40) so that the shower head could be used as a handheld 
shower unit. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have modified the Perkins reference by 
employing a handheld shower head, in view of the teaching of Colman, in order 
to convert a fixed shower head into the handheld shower head so that the 
shower head could be used as a handheld shower unit. Furthermore, the 
handheld shower head is supplied with water by the hose independently of the at 
least one additional shower fixture. Even though the Colman reference does not 
specifically include a receptacle adapted to receive the shower head when the 
shower head is not in hand operation as claimed, attention, however, is directed 
to the Elkins et al. reference which discloses a handheld shower head with a 
receptacle (Fig. 1), wherein the receptacle being arranged at the second 
opposite end of the arm away from the mounting fixture (Fig. 1 ), wherein the 
shower head and the receptacle are configured to allow the shower head to be 
removed from the receptacle during hand operation of the shower head on the 
hose. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time the invention was made to employ a receptacle for the handheld shower 
head, in view of the teaching of Elkins et al., in order to allow the handheld 
shower head to be stowed away when it is not in use, especially since the 
Colman reference also discloses that the handheld shower head {28b) would be 
detachably connected to the arm (16) so that the shower head can be used as a 
handheld shower unit. 

Regarding claim 3, wherein the water conduit is defined by a channel that 
extends through the arm and leads to the additional shower fixture. 

Regarding claim 4, wherein the arm comprises a length of hollow, profiled 
stock, at least from the mounting fixture to the additional shower fixture. 

Regarding claim 5, wherein the additional shower fixture is arranged 
between the mounting fixture and the second opposite end of the arm. 

Regarding claim 6, wherein a direction of a jet exiting the additional 
shower fixture is adjustable. 

Regarding claim 7, wherein the additional shower fixture is mounted on a 
side of the arm jutting from the mounting fixture. 

Regarding claim 8, wherein at least one additional shower fixture is 
mounted on an underside of the arm. 

Regarding claim 9, wherein the shower support has multiple additional 
shower fixtures (14, 15) and wherein the water conduit provides a water supply 
common to all additional shower fixtures. 
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Regarding claim 10, wherein the additional shower fixture is non- 
detachable. 

Regarding claim 12, wherein the arm is pivotable relative to the mounting 
fixture about a horizontal axis orthogonal to a longitudinal axis of the arm. 

Regarding claim 13, wherein a water conduit passes a pivotable 
connection of the arm to the mounting fixture (Fig. 4 of Perkins). 

Regarding claims 14 and 15, wherein the arm (Fig. 3 of Colman) is 
configured in the form of a fork, wherein the additional shower fixtures are 
obviously arranged on outer faces of the tines of the fork. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khoa D. Huynh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4888. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-3:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on (571) 272-4887. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Khoa D. Huynh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3751 



